2008
U.S. Home Builder Perceptions
Of Wood and Non-Wood Products

Table of Contents

Executive summary

(NG A (1016 [T 0o L OO T PO P PP PTPPTPPPN 1
Building techniques and MAaterial USE ...........cooiiiiiiiiiiie e s e e e e e e s s ee e e e e e e s ennnnnees 3
Attributes demanded and performance of building materials ...........c.occveiiiii 9

List of Tables

Table 1. Number of participants PEI MEIIO @rEQ...........cccccvevvivieeeereeiesiseseee ettt as s sesnn 17
Table 2. Satisfaction with structural building materials for the structure of a house by metro area..............cccccevnne. 22
Table 3. The importance of a green label on structural wood products by Metro area .............cceevvveeeveeeviveeennnnn, 24
Table 4. Importance of attributes to be included in a green label for structural wood products (by area)..................... 26
Table 5. Types of foundations USEAd DY MEIIO ArQ............cccoueeueeveeresisieeee e ettt aeann 28
Table 6. Types of above-grade structural floors built by MELr0 @rea@............cceeeveviveeeceeesiseseeee e 30
Table 7. Preference for foundation when building with N0 baSement................coeerivrniesrseesiseesiesseesseene 32
Table 8. A look at the future use of concrete as a structural floor material ...............coocvveeeesivevcririesssireessans 34
Table 9. Sheathing materials used in floor SyStems by MEIr0 @ra.............cccouerieeseeririeisseesieeess e 37
Table 10. Attributes demanded for structural flOOr MALEMIAIS.............c.cceveveverreeessseee et 39
Table 11. Wood performance on selected structural floors @ttfibUutes .............cevveveeeeeerereeeeeeeeieieeeee e 41
Table 12. Concrete performance on selected structural floors aftribULES .............ccccvvveeveecveeesiseeeee e 42
Table 13. Types of wall SyStems BUilt DY MEIO GrEQ ...........ccuveeeereereieisiieeee ettt 44
Table 14. Attributes demanded for structural Wall MALEIIAIS ...............cccovvereivrsiseeeeeseee e 46
Table 15. Wood performance on selected structural wall @ttfiDULES...............ccceeevevivieecieeeisiseeeee e 48
Table 16. Concrete performance on selected structural Wall QHtriDULES...............ccccevveveeereeeisisieeee e 49
Table 17. Steel performance on selected structural wall QIDULES.............ccceeeieeririeeceeeeiseee e 50
Table 18. Sheathing materials used in wall SyStems by ME0 @rea .............c.couereeeriersiesieeesieeee e 52
Table 19. Attributes demanded for wall Sheathing MALEIalS.................covvervevriresseeseee e 54
Table 20. The performance of OSB and Plywood on selected wall sheathing attributes................occcvvvvniernininn. 56
Table 21. The performance of Foam on selected wall sheathing @ttribULeS ...............ovvriernersiressiecrseeeeiene 57
Table 22. Types of deck surfacing materials used by MEtr0 @rea.............ccooveeriresnierireeeeees e 61
Table 23. Attributes demanded in decking material PUICRESES.............covcurviueeriiriiessteieietese e 65

List of Figures

Figure 1. Types of foundations used by MEIIO @rEQ...............cccccvevuesieirisieeieese et 3
Figure 2. Types of above-grade structural floors built by MELIO @rea............ccvevverrieisiriesiessiessee s 4
Figure 3. Sheathing materials used in floor Systems by MEtro @rea. ...............ccocvivrcrninicerieiesiesesiereneesenene 5
Figure 4. Types of wall Systems BUIlt DY MO0 @rEa .............cccvveuririeirisisisieee st 6

Figure 5. Sheathing materials used in wall SyStems by MEHI0 @rEQ ............cccovvevierriesisiesiseseie e 7



Figure 6. Types of deck surfacing materials used by MEIIO Area............c.ccccvvvevieeceessisissse e 8

Figure 7. Attributes demanded for structural floor materials (number of respondents in parentheses)..............cccouuuu.. 9
Figure 8. Wood and concrete performance on selected structural floors attributes ..............coccevvveveccsiceeersiriinn, 10
Figure 9. Attributes demanded for structural wall materials (number of respondents in parentheses)........................ 11
Figure 10. Wood, concrete, and steel performance on selected structural wall atributes ............cccoovvvoreeeerrvnnnens 12
Figure 11. Attributes demanded for wall sheathing materials (number of respondents in parentheses)...................... 13
Figure 12. The performance of OSB and Plywood compared to Foam on selected wall sheathing attributes............. 14
Figure 13. Attributes demanded in decking material DUICRESES .............coueurrieuriniierisieisisesiesstssiseei s 15
Figure 14. Evaluation of wood versus non wood materials for decKing SUIaces..............cooouevernivsniicnisieniees 16
Figure 15. Satisfaction with structural building materials for the structure of @ HOUSE..............cccccevvirevecsissereiririinns 18
Figure 16. Satisfaction with lumber and engineered wood products for the structure of a house............c.c.cccevvuvuee., 19
Figure 17. Satisfaction with concrete for the Structure 0f @ ROUSE ............cccoveieeevsreesisiieeeeeisis s 20
Figure 18. Satisfaction with steel for the StruCtUre 0f @ NOUSE............ccceeeeviririerercisteeisisisse e etei s 21
Figure 19. The importance of a green label on structural WOOd ProQUCTS .............cccceeeeeveeeeeereisisiseese e 23
Figure 20. Importance of attributes to be included in a green label for structural wood products. .................ccccoveunne. 25
Figure 21. Types of foundations USed by MEMI0 @IEQ..............ccrieeririeiiiissieeetess et 27
Figure 22. Types of above-grade structural floors built by MELr0 @rea..............cccverrieresersiessiesseeseessiens 29
Figure 23. Preference for foundation when building with N0 baSEMENt...............cccoverrierisiesiessiesseeeessieis 31
Figure 24. A look at the future use of concrete as a structural floor MAterial ...............c.cocccvierriesisiiesireseissieis 33
Figure 25. Proportion of builders indicating that concrete use as a structural floor material would increase greatly or
Ry 1= A T 35
Figure 26. Sheathing materials used in floor SyStems by MELr0 @rea.............c.couevvieririvisiinsiessiessee s 36
Figure 27. Attributes demanded for structural floor materials (number of respondents in parentheses). ..................... 38
Figure 28. Wood and concrete performance on selected structural floors attributes ..............c.cevvverricnnininineen, 40
Figure 29. Types of wall Systems built DY MEI0 @rEa ............cccviueuririeiriieisieseiesisee et 43
Figure 30. Attributes demanded for structural wall materials (number of respondents in parentheses).................... 45
Figure 31. Wood, concrete, and steel performance on selected structural wall atributes ............cccocouvvevererererriviinn, 47
Figure 32. Sheathing materials used in wall SyStems by MELI0 @rEa ............c.couvvuvevsireesiiirsisesesesseeissnssnees 51
Figure 33. Attributes demanded for wall sheathing materials (number of respondents in parentheses)...................... 53
Figure 34. The performance of OSB and Plywood compared to Foam on selected wall sheathing attributes............. 55
Figure 35. Percentage of new homes built inCIUdiNG @ AECK ..............ovueureiiririessiesseese et 58
Figure 36. Average decking SUIAce iN NEW NOMES ............ccvueriiieiriieieitsiste sttt 59
Figure 37. Types of deck surfacing materials USed by MELIO @rea...........c.cuvveeurrnieririeisisiesiesssesiseei s 60
Figure 38. Builders satisfaction with the decking material MOSHY USEQ................ccovrrrieresirriissiessee s 62
Figure 39. Satisfaction with decking materials by MELI0 @rEa ............c.covvuveernieirieiesisiesisee et 63
Figure 40. Attributes demanded in decking material PUICRESES ............ccoeurrieiriniesirisisieesiessss s 64

Figure 41. Evaluation of wood versus non wood materials for decking SUMACES..............cccouverveeeisvesrisssiesissinens 66



